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yon penetrate the truths'?'   Then Sunlta told them the
whole matter thus:

Humble the clan wherein I took my birth.

And poor was I and scanty was my lot:

Mean task was mine, a scavenger of flowers.  (020)

One for whom no man cared, despised, abused,

My mind I humbled and I bent the head

In deference to a goodly tale of folk.   (621)

And then I saw the All-Enlightened come.

Begirt and followed by his bhikkhu-train,

Great     Champion     entVing     Magadhas    chief

town.   (622)

I laid aside my baskets and my yoke,
And came where I might due obeisance make,
And of his lovingkindness just for me,
The Chief of men halted upon his way.   (623)
Low at his feet I bent, then standing by,
I begged the Master's leave to join the Rule
And follow him, of every creature Chief.   (624)
Then he whose tender mercy watcheth all
The woiid, the Master pitiful and kind,
Gave me my answer: COKE, BHIKKHU! he said.
Thereby to me was ordination given.1    (625)

Lo I I alone in forest depths abode,
With zeal unfaltering wrought the Master's word,
Even the counsels of the Conqueror.   (626)
While passed the first watch of the night there

rose

Long memories of the bygone line of lives.
While passed the middle watch, the heav'nly eye,
Purview celestial, was clarified.
While passed the last watch of the night, I burst
Asunder all the gloom of ignorance.2   (027)

1  Cf. atove, Bhadda, CCXXVL; Sisters, verse 109

2  Nearly identical with Sisters, verses 172, 173.
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